Nouns are open class items. They have different positions and functions in both languages English and Kurdish. Learners of English have problems with regard to nouns, their classes, and their phrase patterns. It may seem very easy that a Kurdish learner of English know what a noun is. But when the time comes to build on that knowledge to construct noun forms such as noun phrases and their role in the sentence, it becomes clear that the foundation to build on may be shaky and learners may have problems. These problems have been ever since areas of challenge in teaching them. So these problems involve teachers as well. Amongst the factors of these difficulties is the mother tongue interference. The present study attempts to make clear the role of noun phrases in the two languages. This research aims to answer the questions: What are the functions and positions of noun phrases in the two languages? and; Are there similarities and differences as far as nouns and their functions and positions are concerned in both languages? This research has pedagogical significance since it helps linguists and teachers of both languages know the points of similarities and differences of noun phrases in different positions and functions in the two languages.
INTRODUCTION
Nouns, from the traditional perspective, are said to have the semantic property that they denote entities. Thus bottle is the type of object used to contain liquids. According to Murcia and Freeman (2002: 15) even in identifying standard parts of speech, one may face difficulty for example a noun is "the name of a person, place or thing". This definition works for the nouns Kevin, Cincinnati, and book, but it becomes problematic when we think about a word such as force. Nouns, semantically defined, are the names of a person, place or thing. Some linguists account for abstract nouns and define them as names of idea such as freedom, life and happiness, or names of activities like swimming, reading, smoking… etc. (Ibid) A simple noun is a minimal unit that is unbreakable into smaller units for example, a simple noun like pen is unbreakable because it is one morpheme. On the other hand, the same noun may have -266 -two morphemes like pens. So there are two morphemes to mark simple countable nouns; pen and s. Another inflectional morpheme is possessive ′s which can be added to a noun. Sometimes nouns can be formed by attaching the derivational morphemes to adjectives like sadness and they acquire all the properties of a noun. (Ibid) Nouns are divided into classes. They can be divided into: common or proper, concrete or abstract, collective, individual and mass. Sometimes a noun like Richard is called a proper noun, while a noun like hospital is called a common noun. Another classification of nouns is count and noncount nouns. A noun like book is a count noun whereas bread is non-count. (Quirk, R. et. al.1987: 720) A noun phrase is a group of words with a noun as its main part or head. Information about the noun can be before or after the noun. (Cullen &Hopkins, 2007:99) 
Linear Sequence of Main Sentence Elements in English and Kurdish Sentences:
All languages have the three main elements: subject (S), verb (V) and object (O) The basic sentence elements contain a subject which is immediately followed by a verb and the other sentence elements occur after the verb. Elements like adverbials when they are not obligatory can precede the subject. (Quirk, et.al, 1987:720-21 Sequences of words that can function as constituents in the structure of sentences are called PHRASES." (Burton-Roberts, 1997, p. 14). On the other hand, to understand the structure of a sentence needs not only knowing its constituents, but also involves knowing the category and the function of the categories. A phrase consists of one or more words that do not contain the subjectverb pair needed to form a clause. Phrases can be too short or rather long. (Simmons: 2014) A noun phrase is the phrase that the entire word group is governed by a noun. In other words, a noun phrase is the phrase that its head is a noun. Obvious noun phrase modifiers are determiners, quantifiers, adjectives and adjective phrases and clauses, nouns and noun phrases, and adpositions. (Miller and Brown, 1999 :260) the baby the lovely baby the lovely smart baby the lovely smart green-eyed baby the lovely smart green-eyed baby who is crawling towards us
The above examples show that a phrase can be expanded into a very long phrase, even longer than this, but the most important part of it is the noun baby which is called the head. A noun phrase can be substituted by a pronoun, for example, the above noun phrases can be substituted by he/ she or it if they act as subjects, but if they have the function of an object, they can be substituted by him/ her or it. To understand the structure of any sentence syntactically, one should know the structure of the phrases and the function of these phrases:
(This pill) (will take away)( the pain) (temporarily). NP VP NP AdvP S V Od A The symbols NP indicate noun phrase, VP stands for verb phrase and AdvP represents adverb phrase. On the other hand, these phrases have syntactic names, for example S is subject, V is the verb, Od is direct object and A is adverb, here adverb of manner.
Function and position of Noun Phrases within a Sentence:
Noun phrases function as arguments of the predicates. Hence, noun phrase arguments are classified according to their semantic and syntactic functions. Semantically, noun phrases are named according to their semantic roles such as; agent, theme, goal, experience ...etc. These semantic terms are based due to the syntactic role of these noun phrases in addition to the type of the verb. Syntactic functions are often known as grammatical relations. (Tallerman, 1998 
Subject:
In English, subjects precede verbs and it is one of the ways to talk about subjects in this language. (Tallerman,1998: 41 ) . In some languages like English as well as Kurdish they are preverbal NP.
In Kurdish, on the other hand, the subject of the intransitive verbs is the only NP that comes before verbs. The NP, in both languages, is the subject participant of the intransitive verb such as:
The birds flew. (the birds is an NP and it is subject) (English)
Bâlindakân frîn. (Bâlindakân is an NP and it is subject) (Kurdish)
The subject, in English as well as Kurdish, controls subject/verb agreement. This is one of the properties of subjects. They determine whether the verb must be singular or plural. This confirms that they are defined by their syntactic properties and not by their semantic properties. The subject of a passive sentence is a syntactic subject, but semantically it is an object. Still it determines the plurality and singularity of the verb.
The girl sells flowers. (the girl is a singular NP and its verb sells is singular) (active)
Flowers are sold by the girl. (flowers is syntactic subject and it is plural and sill it controls the verb to be plural) (passive)
Kichaka gulakân dafroshĕt. (kichaka is a singular NP and its verb dafroshet is singular) (active)

Gûlakân dafroshrĕn. (Gûlakân is a plural NP and its verb dafroshrĕn is plural) (passive)
In Kurdish, in a sentence there may be two NPs as subject: In English, be is the most frequent verb that has more distinct forms with respect to person, number, and tense than any other verb. Verbs like; become, seem, sound, appear, remain, look, taste, feel, smell, and turn take the predicative as complement, just like be. These verbs are called linking verbs. Most of these copular verbs can be followed by an AP only except for those copulas which denote a change-of-state become, turn. When an NP is a predicative of these verbs, they are called Subject Complement: ( (CelceMurcia, M. and Larsen-Freeman, D., 1999)(54-55)
Your brother is an actor. (an actor is an NP which is a Subject complement)
Your brother became an actor. ( an actor is an NP which is a Subject complement)
The crew turned traitor. (traitor is an NP which is a subject complement)
In Kurdish, verb to be is bû (for past) or (with the aid of personal pronoun Ø+ -a for present which , when it is the main verb or copula, needs an NP or AP as predicative complements: 
Direct object:
A direct object is that part of sentence which completes the action of the verb. (Dykes, Barbera, 2007:97) A noun phrase can have the function of a direct object of the transitive verbs, mono and ditransitive. Direct object semantically has three names: resultant, cognate and affected as well as locative, instrumental, and eventive. (Quirk, et.al,1987:749) . In English, which is an SVO language, direct object comes after the verb, if the verb is monotransitive:
Julia cooked pancakes. (pancakes is an NP has the function of direct object)
The maid has fed the chicks. (the chicks is an NP has the function of direct object)
The government had reconstructed the old stadium.( the old stadium is an NP has the function of direct object) The difference between direct and indirect object is clearer in terms of order. Usually, in English, a direct object follows the indirect object whenever there is no preposition.
I have sent you the e-mail.
(the e-mail is direct object which follows you )
When the indirect object, semantically recipient tells to whom, for whom, and of whom, the indirect object comes after these prepositions.
I have sent the e-mail. (for you, to you, of you)
Direct objects don't necessarily agree with the subject in number, person and gender only when the direct object is reflexive pronoun. As Shwanî (2008: 99) states that Kurdish language is an SOV language, so the verb comes at the end of the sentence and direct object precedes the verb. Direct objects come only with the transitive verbs, whereas indirect objects come with transitive and intransitive verbs also.
In English, when a sentence is made passive, the subject is obligatorily omitted and the verb changes its form to be+ pp and the direct object is moved to the subject position. In passive sentences, the direct object, in syntactic terminology, is called grammatical or syntactical subject. 
-273 -In Kurdish, direct objects come after subjects and sometimes sentences come without subjects at the beginning but it is understood by the personal pronoun suffix that comes with the direct object: Other verbs that are not simple are preceded by nouns, which are expected to be direct objects, but actually they are subjects.(Ibid)
Šûšaka drzî bird.(the noun Šûšaka comes before the verb and is subject and not direct object)
Čirâka dâgirsâ.. (the noun Čirâka comes before the verb and is subject and not direct object)
As cited in (Faraj, MA thesis, 2009:60) passive construction is described in morphological terms. It is only obtained through transitive verbs. When a sentence is made passive, the passive element -r is added with the aid of tense markers -â for past and -ĕ for present. So râ is for past passive and rĕ is for present passive:
Pîawaka dârakanî sûtand. (active -dârakan is an NP as direct object)
Dârakân sûtĕnrân (passive-Dârakân is an NP and is a grammatical subject and logical object, râ is past passive marker )
Azâd šîrakay hĕnâ.
Šîraka hĕnrâ. ( passive-Šîraka is grammatical subject and logical object, râ is past passive marker)
Galâwĕž mâfûr dačĕnĕt.
Mâfûraka dačĕnrĕt. (Mâfûraka is grammatical subject and logical object, rĕ is present passive marker)
When the subject is mentioned, in English, the subject occurs after the preposition by. In Kurdish, on the other hand, the subject is preceded by la;ayan , ba dasti:
In English as well as Kurdish, when the direct object is a reflexive pronoun, passive is not allowed:
The men defended themselves. 
Indirect object:
Indirect object was traditionally defined as the second noun object that tells us to whom, for whom or of whom the action is expressed. It occurs when there is a direct object. (Celce-Murcia, M. and Larsen-Freeman, D., 1999) In English, indirect object occurs with ditransitive verbs. The indirect object is possible with the recipient NP in immediate post verbal position as well as after prepositions (to, for, of):
Anna gave Kate a present. (Kate is indirect object)
Anna made Kate a present. (Kate is indirect object)
Anna asked Kate a question. (Kate is indirect object)
Anna gave a present to Kate. (Kate is indirect object)
Anna made a present for Kate. (Kate is indirect object)
Anna asked a question of Kate. (Kate is indirect object)
In Kurdish, however, the structure which contains prepositionless indirect object may cause difficulties since indirect object comes always after the prepositions ba, bo or (ya or -y). 
Object Complement:
A noun phrase is an object complement when the verb is complex transitive. These verbs take either two NPs or an NP and AP as direct object and object complement. It is characterized to attribute a property to the direct object, not the subject. 
Prepositional complement:
A prepositional complement is the complement that consists of a noun phrase and a preposition in a prepositional phrase. Noun phrases that come after a preposition can be an object of preposition, adverbial of time and place.
In English, etymologically and practically the term preposition is restricted to a lexical item which comes before its object noun phrase. Prepositions are a closed class of items: (Trask,1993:215) in the garage PP In Kurdish as well, prepositions precede their NPs. As it is clear from this tree diagram that definite and even indefinite markers are bound morphemes (-aka -akan) for definite, (-ak orek) for indefinite and they are attached to the end of the noun. 
Noun phrase modifier:
In English as well as Kurdish nouns can occur as modifiers of the noun heads of noun phrases. They precede the noun heads and give them a description.
the kitchen curtain (kitchen is a noun that modifies the noun head curtain ) the computer screen (computer is a noun that modifies the noun head screen) my school bag (school is a noun that modifies the noun head bag) these supermarket trolleys (supermarket is a noun that modifies the noun head trolleys) three goose eggs (goose is a noun that modifies the noun head eggs)
In Kurdish, a noun doesn't modify a noun head without the help of the morpheme -y. When a noun occurs with another noun it would rather regarded as a compound noun and there is the morpheme -a between them (Xošnâw, Nareemân Abdullah2010:120) 
Determinatives
A determinative means a noun or a noun phrase with the possessive clitic (-′s for singular and -s′ for plural) that indicates possession of or some other relationship to another noun or noun phrase. Determinatives don't have determiners the, a because the genitive phrase is itself in determinative position. (Lyons,1985:124) 
Mr. Garry′s daughter Emma′s notebook
My teacher′s cell phone
In English, the preposition of is used for attribution. It corresponds the genitive ′s. it comes with abstraction as well as quantity and fractions: (Quirk and Greenbaum,1973 So these kinds of noun phrases occur with the preposition of, but in Kurdish it is different. In Kurdish however, the preposition that corresponds of is a bound morpheme -y which is derived from the possessive pronoun hi for possession (Mahmud,2002:15) 
Adverbial:
Noun phrases can have the function of an adverb of time and of place. In both languages there are some noun phrases that are adverbials. 
Conclusion
Noun phrases may consist of only a noun which is the head and the obligatory part that cannot be omitted. It has a very important role in a sentence. Few types of sentences can bear the absence of nouns and noun phrases. Each language has its own word order and this is true about English and Kurdish. Noun phrases have different syntactic roles which meanwhile determine their positions. This research is an attempt which has been accomplished in search of finding out a great deal of issues concerning function and position of noun phrases. It has concluded with some worth mentioning points: Within the noun phrase, in English articles a, an, the which are regarded as determiners D come before noun heads as free morphemes. In Kurdish, a noun idss definite or indefinite when it is attached to the suffixes -aka, -akan, -ĕk. Another difference is that attributive adjectives come before noun heads in English while they post modify noun head in Kurdish.
According to word order, English is SVO and Kurdish is SOV. Therefore, their sentence patterns differ and the linear sequence of their syntactic units differ and their distinctions have been detected in this research.
Noun phrases have the function of a subject. In English as well as Kurdish the subject is a noun phrase and it precedes the verb. The subject controls the verb. There should be agreement in person and number between the subject and the verb even in passive sentences when object s occupy subject position. In Kurdish, with some complex verbs that are intransitive direct objects act as subjects like Qâpaka dirzî bird. and Âgiraka dagirsâ Some of these sentences have metaphorical interpretation: Zimânî drĕž kird.
In some Kurdish sentences there are two subjects: Ĕma dastmân šika.
The second function is subject complement. Noun phrases are subject complements if they are arguments of intensive verbs like be, seem, look.. etc. Among English copular verbs become and turn accept an NP as their predicative while others would rather set AP as their complement.
Correspondence to become and turn, there are (bû+ personal pronoun suffix+ -a) and the present form is da+ b(stem of bûn)+personal pronoun suffix+ -a. In English, the subject complement follows the verb while in Kurdish when the verb corresponds be the subject complement precedes the verb, but when the verb means become the subject complement follows the verb.
A noun phrase is a direct object when the verb is transitive and it follows the verb in English, but Kurdish allows the direct object to precede the verb and in agentless sentences the direct object occurs at the beginning of the sentence. In both languages passive is not possible when the direct object is a reflexive or reciprocal pronoun.
Indirect object is another function of noun phrases. In English indirect objects come with ditransitive verbs either immediately after the direct objects or after prepositions; to, for, and of. So there are two passives of sentences that have two objects. In Kurdish indirect objects come with transitive and intransitive verbs and they come only after prepositions and they come in more than one position. In Kurdish, object complements come always after the preposition ba. it comes in different positions and the verbs are complex like; la qalam dân , nâw hĕnân, danân…etc.
Prepositional complement is another function of noun phrases in the two languages. Noun phrases are complements of prepositions in the prepositional phrase PP which comes as indirect objects, adverbial of place and adverbial of time. In the two languages the PP occur in different positions without affecting the meaning and structure of the sentence, especially when they are adverbials of time and place. The noun phrase is always post modifier of the head preposition.
In English, it is possible that a noun phrase modifies another noun. This is not possible in Kurdish. In Kurdish the noun that comes before the head noun comes with the genitive -y. nouns as modifiers are possible only with fractions. Other forms are likely to be regarded as compound nouns.
Determinatives are noun phrases. There are two ways to express genitive in English, either by of +noun phrase or -′s, -s′, while in Kurdish, there is only -y which stands for both.
Noun phrases have the function of appositives. In both languages noun phrases act as appositives that are put between two commas. They come immediately after the nouns they modify similarly to non-restrictive relative clauses.
The tenth function is that noun phrases are adverbials of time and place. English and Kurdish have nouns that indicate time and place.
